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WELCOME WALLS 

305. Mr J.N. HYDE to the Minister for Culture and the Arts 

Given that the minister has axed 17 jobs in the arts due to budget cuts, including two at the museum, how does 
he expect to complete any arts projects at this time?  

The SPEAKER: Member for Perth, I will accept the long bow in that question. Members in this place, the 
supplementary should relate to the previous question asked.  

Dr K.D. Hames: It shows that the minister’s premise was correct.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

Indeed! There have been some redundancies in the arts portfolio, as in all portfolios, through the voluntary 
redundancy scheme that the government is operating. Does that mean that projects cannot be undertaken or 
positive initiatives cannot be put in place in the culture and arts portfolio? Of course it does not! It is an utterly 
ridiculous assertion. I will give the member another example of where the previous Labor government was made 
aware of a major problem, but did absolutely nothing—the facade at His Majesty’s Theatre. The previous 
government was given three reports—not one or two, but three reports—indicating major problems with the 
crumbling of the facade. Did the former government do anything about it after getting three reports? No! It was 
an absolute sham, a facade or whatever! After we came into government, I was made aware of that unresolved 
problem. Funding of about $1.6 million has been identified in the culture and arts portfolio and finally 
restoration of the state’s iconic performing arts venue is underway. The member for Perth needs to get his facts 
straight and understand that action is being taken by this government—not just talk, not just headlines, spin or 
media statements. If we say we are going to do something, we actually do it, and I have just given two examples.  
 


